New Vision Online : Omega charms Serena

Kampala
International

University

Wednesday September 3, 2008

New Vision
UGAN.DA'S LEADING WEBSITE

Discussion Board | Archive | Advertising | About Us | Staff | Contact Us

THE NEW VISION | BUKEDDE | ORUMURI | RUPINY | ETOP | SUNDAY VISION | BUKEDDE KU SSANDE
You are here: Home » Daily » Lifestyle » Omega charms Serena

y It's never too early to
h" start saving.

NEWS SERVICE
Welcome, Guest
Log in or Register

Need Help? Click here!

DAILY

FRONT PAGE

NATIONAL

EDITORIAL

LOCAL NORTH

LOCAL EAST

LOCAL WEST

LOCAL CENTRAL

COLUMNISTS

LETTERS

RASTOON

PEOPLE

SPORT

LIFESTYLE

KAMPALA

BUSINESS

OPINION

UNAA CONVENTION

WEEKLY
WOMAN

HEALTH AND BEAUTY

EDUCATION
FARMING
WEEKEND

HAVE YOU HEARD
CRAZY WORLD

CAUGHT IN THE ACT

BOOKS AND ART

SCIENCE AND TECH

SPECIAL REPORT
TRAVEL

PEOPLE, PLACES
FOOD GUIDE
RELATIONSHIPS
VISION STYLE
INTIMATE
ENTERTAINMENT
SOCIETY

HOMES
SHOWBUZZ
ESSENCE

PARLIAMENT WEEKLY

TOTAL MAN
WELLBEING

UGANDANS MAKING A

DIFFERENCE
JAZZ PEACE

OUR COMMUNITY
SERVICES
TENDERS
NOTICES
SUPPLEMENTS

KEY DOCUMENTS

OBITUARY
JOBS NEW
ADVERTORIAL

VISION RIGHTS
ISSUE

NEW VISION RIGHTS
ISSUE B

NEW VISION RIGHTS

ISSUE A

Omega charms Serena

Tuesday, 2nd September, 2008 [ E-mail article & Print article

from $ 7 5 +VAT

(Includes Breakfast)

0414-391000

CURRENT LIFESTYLE
STORIES

p Bebe Cool
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p Ugandan celebs
for Irish TV

p Morris puzzled,
Munya excited
about Lucille

By Kalungi Kabuye

NOT that many people showed up for the first concert by US-based jazz singer
Omega Bugembe-Okello. But that was their loss, as we listened to one of the
sweetest voices to come out of Uganda.

Jazz singing is not common in Uganda, where even plain jazz is just starting to get
acceptance.

It is difficult to describe Omega’s voice, but its restrained powerfulness can take
you to the highs of emotive love; or bring you down to the suffering of the
downtrodden. A product of the internationally acclaimed African Children’s Choir,
Omega toured with the group for years before taking a break to study medicine.
But she eventually gave in to the calling of music, and studied jazz.

On Friday night, backed by her US band and two back-up vocalists, all those years
came home to roost, even though the sound almost let her down. Without pre-
amble she came on stage and started her rendition of George Gershwin’s
Summertime, only the microphone was not working. By the time the microphone
started working she was almost into the last verse. And there was feedback
throughout the concert. She smiled it off with the words “... this is Uganda.”

Apart from that hitch, the audience was wowed by Omega’s versatility. At times
she spoke of her love for Jesus Christ. Other times she sang of her love for life,
Uganda, but mostly of her love for her husband, who surprised her by coming on
stage when she did the song Gunyuma, written by Sylver Kyagulanyi.

She did songs from her new album Kiwomeera Emeeme, which is mostly in
Luganda, and also all the songs from her first album. The way she sang Amazing
Grace, partly in English and smoothly changed into Luganda, was just about the
apex of the night.

There is an innocence and sweetness that comes out of Omega which, added to her
voice, can be quite enchanting. And by the time the concert came to an end two
hours after it began, the people in attendance declared themselves truly
enchanted.
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